NSW&HEALTH

PANDEMIC (H1N1) 2009 INFLUENZA (HUMAN SWINE INFLUENZA)

VACCINATION UPDATE # 1: 10 September 2009
GENERAL PRACTITIONERS and ABORIGINAL MEDICAL SERVICES

Please distribute this information to all medical staff in your practice

Key points
1. The national Pandemic (H1N1) 2009 Influenza vaccination campaign is anticipated
to commence in late September or early October 2009.
2. Panvax (®) H1N1 vaccine can now be ordered from the NSW Vaccine Centre.
3. Vaccine dispatch will occur when the product is licensed by the TGA.

Pandemic influenza (H1N1) 2009 is the predominant strain of influenza circulating. It is likely that it
will continue to circulate throughout the warmer months, with higher than usual influenza activity,
based on observations of what has occurred in the Northern Hemisphere.

The Australian Government has contracted CSL Ltd to produce a pandemic vaccine. CSL has
provided safety and efficacy data to the Australian Government and the Therapeutic Goods
Administration (TGA).

The vaccination program will commence as soon as possible after TGA registration.

Vaccine information

The vaccine — Panvax (®) H1N1 Pandemic influenza vaccine (CSL) — will be distributed in packs
of 10mL multi-dose vials (MDV) containing thiomersal as preservative. Always use a new needle
and syringe for each patient and never re-enter a multi-dose vial with any used injecting equipment.
Free vaccination packs will be available with vaccine supply (disposable items for vaccination,
including syringes).

Reduce vaccine wastage by grouping patients for vaccination, where possible.
The dose is 15mcg (0.5mlis per person) for those aged 10 years and over.

Clinical trials are underway to establish whether one or two doses are required. The vaccine is to be
stored at 2-8°C. The vaccine has been developed by CSL Ltd and has been manufactured in the
same way as seasonal influenza vaccines.

Ordering vaccine and vaccination packs (VacPacs)

NSW Health will dispatch vaccine when authorised to do so by the Australian Government. To
assist in rolling out this large vaccination program, the vaccine can now be ordered using the
accompanying order form. Free vaccination packs can also be ordered. Please place your initial
orders as soon as possible by faxing the attached order form to the NSW Vaccine Centre on
1800 041 528. Orders will be filled according to stock available from the Australian Government.

You will receive information with firm dispatch and commencement dates as program
details are communicated to NSW Health. More information, including Q&As for consumers and
health professionals, will be available from the NSW Health H1N1 influenza 09 website as
information is made available: http://www.emergency.health.nsw.gov.au/swineflu/index.asp.

For more information, please call your local public health unit.
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