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“Practice Focus”

 Practice Support Newsletter April 2008

 Prepared by  Jenny Morgan and Leigh Eastwood_

ALSO available on the MNCDGP website http://www.mncdgp.org.au
· There are also more detailed documents and links available on the website. If you can’t remember your user name and/or  password for the members section  please contact the Division on 0266515774
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The Immunisation Update “Confidence and Challenges to close the Gap” is to be held at Pacific bay Resort on 16th May 2008. Registration is open to GP’s , Practice Nurses with Authority to Immunise and NSW Health Immunisation Providers . It is hoped to bring all Immunisation Providers together for this education to promote best practices and improve immunisation rates within our geographic area.The guest speaker for this education is Professor Peter McIntyre from the National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance, Marianne Trent and John Turahui from North Coast Area Health Service. Peter McIntyre will be presenting “Whats New” in the 9th Edition Australian Immunisation Handbook which was released this month. Marianne Trent and John Turahui will be presenting Adverse Events, Cold Chain Issues and the School Program. Please contact the division before the 9th May 2008 to register for this event.

PLEASE NOTE Could all Practice Nurses attending the above update who are accredited Nurse Immunisers please bring a copy of their Immunisation Certificate , last immunisation update certificate and current CPR Certificate to confirm their current accreditation for NSW Health. Upon receipt of copies of the above you will receive a “gold” NSW Health Nurse Immuniser badge.

9th Edition Immunisation Handbook has been released!!
By now you all would have copies of the long awaited 9th Edition Handbook and the 4th Edition of Myths & Realities. http://immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/Handbook-home 
These were distributed to all immunisation providers in Australia from the Department of Health & Ageing, Canberra.
Although most GPs would have received a copy the distribution did not extend to practice nurses (PN’s), hence there is a role to play for Divisions in distributing these to the PN’s, especially those who are accredited nurse immunisers. Could all Practice Nurses who are accredited nurse immunisers please contact Leigh at the Division to request your copy of the 9th Edition. Approximately 20 copies are already available to distribute to Practice Nurses. 
 
NOTE: Difference between what is recommended in the 9th Edition Australian Immunisation Handbook vs  NSW Immunisation Schedule
 
Immunisation providers should not implement any vaccine schedule change that they read in the 9th edition Australian Immunisation Handbook until formally notified by NSW Health.
 
This is particularly pertinent to the MMR vaccine as what is recommended in the 9th Edition Handbook (2 doses of administered at 12months and 18months) however it is different to what is currently funded on the NSW Health Immunisation Schedule ( 2 doses, administered at 12months and 4years). Eventually the schedule may change to reflect what is recommended in the 9th Edition however until formal notification of this change is received from NSW Health the 2nd dose of MMR is to be administered as per the NSW Health Immunisation Schedule. 
 
International Vaccination Certificates (yellow books)
These are used for recording travel vaccines, most importantly yellow fever and may be required for entry into some countries that require certificate of yellow fever vaccination. They are usually provided at clinics certified to provide yellow fever vaccination. 

Supplies of the International Vaccination Certificates (yellow booklets) may be purchased from Permanent Press at Chatswood on (02) 9882 2288.

In your language – immunization information sheets in multiple languages

The Department of Human Services, Victoria, has developed a series of immunisation factsheets which

have been translated into a variety of languages including the new fact sheet for Infanrix hexa vaccine and the common reactions sheet.

The information sheets are available in the following languages: Arabic, Bosnian, Chinese, Greek,

Indonesian, Italian, Khmer/Cambodian, Macedonian, Serbian, Sinhalese, Somali, Turkish and Vietnamese.

These information sheets can be accessed online at: 
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation/language 
Medicare Australia Online Claiming Options
Medicare Australia has developed a simple chart to assist practices in determining which claiming channel is right for them. Please find attached a copy of the chart which is also available from the Medicare  Australia website as per the following link: 
http://www.medicareaustralia.gov.au/provider/medicare/claiming/index.shtml#compare    
This website also has a variety of other supporting information regarding the differences in claiming channels available. 
 
* IMPORTANT NOTE: As illustrated by this chart not all claiming methods support the transfer of ACIR data. If you have any queries or would like further explanation regarding Medicare claiming channels, particularly those related to ACIR please contact Julia Strudwick or Katy Zanatta, ACIR Field Officers NSW. 
(02) 9895-3429
Influenza letter from Australian Chief Medical Officer to GP’s
All GPS would have received a copy from the Department of Health & Ageing  This letter is urging GPs to be mindful of the influenza season and outlines vaccination recommendations for influenza vaccine. A copy is on the MNCDGP website
HPV Register is on its way!!
When the HPV program was announced in late 2006 there were also plans for a national HPV

register. Although it has been a long time coming, we now know that it is definitely on its way!

The Victorian Cytology Service (VCS) won the tender to develop and implement this register and

they are working closely with the AGPN to ensure that it is easy for GPs to use whilst still

collecting all required data.

The VCS is experienced in developing and maintaining a register, having kept a register of

Victorian cervical cytology reports for many years. VCS is also working closely with medical

software companies to ensure compatibility of online reporting requirements

VCS will begin inputting data in the near future. The process will be staggered across

jurisdictions to enable an effective upload of data. You will be informed when it’s your

jurisdiction’s turn.

In the mean time it is important to continue to collect the data using the templates or software

options found on the AGPN website under HPV register. Most important is the provider

number and patient details including her Medicare number.

http://www.adgp.com.au/site/index.cfm?display=1813#HPV
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MEASLES ALERT – information for NSW General Practitioners

Please distribute this information to all GPs in your practice

Key points for GPs

1. Watch out for measles in susceptible patients 

2. Isolate suspected cases

3. Ring the public health unit and arrange urgent tests 

Seventeen cases of measles have been notified in the Sydney metropolitan region this year, four recent cases have been in adolescents and young adults. It is likely that more cases will soon emerge in unimmunised or under-immunised children and young adults. 
Who is at greatest risk of measles?
· Infants less than 12 months of age

· Children over 12 months of age who have not been fully vaccinated against measles.

· Adults born during or since 1966 who have never had measles and have not had 2 MMR doses.
· People who travel overseas.

How does measles present?
· 2-4 days of prodromal illness with fever, cough, coryza and conjunctivitis.

· A maculopapular rash with fever typically begins on face and neck and becomes generalised. It lasts between 4 to 7 days.

· Koplik spots (white spots on an erythematous base) are sometimes seen on the buccal mucosa opposite the molars. 

· Acute otitis media and bronchopneumonia are common complications.

How should I manage suspected measles cases?
· Prevent other patients from exposure by isolating suspected cases. Don’t put suspected cases in the waiting room, either at the surgery, ED or at the pathology collection centre. 

· Notify your local public health unit by telephone during the consultation. Don’t wait for results.

· Arrange urgent tests including measles serology, nose and throat specimen on a viral transport swab and a first pass urine sample (~50mL) for measles immunofluorescence and culture.  
· If suspected cases are well enough to be cared for at home, they should remain isolated there until 4 days after the onset of the rash (when they are no longer infectious).
Immunisation is safe and effective prevention against measles

· Routinely immunise infants at 12 months and children at 4 years with MMR.

· Opportunistically immunise those born during or since 1966 who have had neither measles nor 2 doses of MMR (many in this age group have received none or only 1 MMR dose).

· Opportunistic immunisation is especially important for young adults planning overseas travel

· Health care workers are at increased risk. Ensure that you and your staff are immune to measles.

For more information, please call your local public health unit

	Port Macquarie 
	02 6588 2750

	Lismore 
	02 6620 7500
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Please visit our website: www.health.nsw.gov.au/infect/diseases.html
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Dr Jeremy McAnulty 


Director, Communicable Diseases Branch 

11 April 2008

General Practice in Cuba –and we think we have it hard!!

 Photograph kindly supplied by Mental Health Project Officer Monica Joseph
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Influenza promotion website- www.fightflu.com.au

The annual influenza promotion website from National Institute of Clinical Studies is up and running! This website includes promotional materials for consumers and education resources for health care workers. Download or order resources for your practices, download power point presentations for education and access the latest evidence to support flu vaccination. www.fightflu.com.au
Immunisation for Registered Nurses course

The College of Nursing’s Immunisation for registered nurses course has been updated and is now accepting enrolments. There was a delay due to the expected publication of the 9th edition of the Immunisation Handbook. 

Fluvax® (private script Available NOW
CSL has advised that Fluvax® is now available. This has been circulated to GPs and Pharmacists on the 
Fluvax Jnr® (paediatric dose of Influenza vaccine) is also available as of the end of April 2008. 
This is available through private script from your pharmacy. Price is similar to that of Fluvax®  however this will vary so please consult your local pharmacy for their pricing.  
Vaxigrip junior® funded

Vaxigrip junior® funded

The Australian Government Department of Health and Aging will be funding Vaxigrip junior® under the

Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) from 1st January 2008. Vaxigrip junior® is a new form of influenza

vaccine suitable for children up to 35 months of age who are at risk of adverse consequences from lower

respiratory tract infections (chest infections). This will provide doctors with a more convenient form of

influenza vaccine for young children.

Evidence of Protection for Specified Infectious Diseases Acceptable for Employment or Clinical Placement in nCAHS Facilities
All General Practices should have received a copy of the NSW Health Document 

EVIDENCE OF PROTECTION FOR SPECIFIED INFECTIOUS DISEASES ACCEPTABLE FOR EMPLOYMENT OR CLINICAL PLACEMENT IN NCAHS FACILITIES Guidelines for GP’s.

This document it can be viewed at www,mncdgp.org.au  or you can ring the division for a copy.

The document clearly indicates the acceptable evidence to demonstrate protection against Diptheria, Tetanus, Pertussis, Hepatitis B, Measles, Mumps, Rubella and evidence required about compliance for TB screening. Contact numbers are also available on this guidelines.
General Practice staff Annual Influenza vaccination statistics

In an effort to improve health outcomes for general practice staff during the influenza season, the Divisions network has been asked to collect some basic coverage information for influenza immunisations for practice staff.  This information will be sent to the SBO immunisation coordinators for compiling before being sent to AGPN and NHMRC for analysis.  It is hoped this information will aid in program development and delivery for future years as well as form a presentation at the 2008 National Divisional Immunisation Workshop and in the absence of existing coverage data will inform key agencies about future recommendations in this area.
The objective of this study is to;
· determine a baseline of coverage of influenza immunisation in general practice staff, 

· determine the influenza immunisation coverage by staff role (GP, nurse, reception or other staff) and 

· explore barriers to annual influenza immunisation amongst practice staff 
Division immunisation program officers are asked to collect information from general practices over the next few months.  The network is hoping to collect as much information as possible. All data will remain confidential and will not be given to any other party other than those stated in the attached outline. 
No specific practice information is required, only postcode data is being collected.  Practices cannot be identified. This information will aid in program development and delivery for future years.

The information will also form a presentation at the 2008 National Divisional Immunisation Workshop on 15 September 2008 and in the absence of existing coverage data will inform key agencies about future recommendations in this area.  

Subsequent studies in future years will give an indication of the success or otherwise of programs to raise the level of coverage for these important immunisations. 
 
All health care workers have a duty of care to protect their patients and themselves.
Please find attached the Network Flu Practice study data form. Please complete this form and  fax back to Leigh at the division on 66515781
Push for GPs to have influenza vaccine
http://www.6minutes.com.au/articles/z1/view.asp?id=168408  (7th April 2008)

Practice Data


Date: ________
Practice postcode: ________

Staff influenza vaccination status


	 
	Total number

 in Clinic
	No. vaccinated in 2007
	No. vaccinated in 2008

	GP’s
	
	
	

	Nurses
	
	
	

	Aboriginal Health Workers
	
	
	

	Administration / Practice Management
	
	
	

	Reception
	
	
	

	Other 

e.g. allied health, cleaners
	
	
	

	Total:
	
	
	


Practice vaccination barriers 

Is there a Practice Staff influenza vaccination policy?

(  Yes     ( No

Does the practice support influenza vaccination for staff?

(  Yes     (  No


Is there time for vaccination during surgery hours?


(  Yes     ( No 


Is the cost to the practice a problem?




(  Yes     (  No 


Can the practice access vaccine supplies easily?


(  Yes     (  No 


Other:  ____________________________________________________________
Staff vaccination – personal barriers 

(Tick all that apply – combined comments from staff)

( 
Not aware of any recommendation for staff to receive flu immunisation

(
Do not believe that flu immunisation will benefit me (I don’t get the flu)

(
Influenza vaccine has side effects (e.g. it makes me feel unwell or could give me influenza)

(
No time for vaccination 

(
Cost to staff

(
Don’t believe that my flu immunisation will benefit my patients

(
Other: ______________________________________________________
Influenza promotional materials

Does the practice use the Fightflu posters or website?                            (  Yes     (  No

Does the practice use influenza information from any other sources; such as health departments or pharmaceutical companies?                                                                   (  Yes     (  No

Important influenza information for all at www.fightflu.com.au and http://au.youtube.com/vaccin8r
Aged Care - Capacity Toolkit 
The new Capacity Toolkit  has just been released by the NSW Attorney General's Department. 
What is capacity?  How do I decide whether a person has the capacity to make their own decisions?  

The Toolkit aims to assist community workers, professionals, families and carers in correctly identifying whether an individual has the capacity to make their own decisions.   
It can be used by doctors, who may need to assess a patient's capacity to make a will, decide about treatment options, or make an advance care directive (for example); or by their patients who may be a carer for an adult with dementia, a mental illness or an intellectual disability. 
The Toolkit provides information on what capacity is, capacity assessment principles, and tips on assessing capacity.  More specifically, it sets out some of the more common legal tests for capacity in areas such as personal decision making, health decisions and financial decision-making. 
Apart from being useful for doctors themselves, the Toolkit is written in a conversational tone and would be suitable for doctors to give their patients where there is an issue of concern about decision-making capacity. It also has a fact sheet for the person with the decision-making disability to read. 


The MNCDGP has ordered some Hard copies of the Capacity tool kit , so if you would like a copy please phone the division (66515774) and leave your name and request.

A fact sheet about the Capacity ToolKit is available at the following web address

http://www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lawlink/diversityservices/LL_DiversitySrvces.nsf/vwFiles/toolkit%20factsheet%202.pdf/$file/toolkit%20factsheet%202.pdf 

 and the electronic copy of the Capacity Toolkit is available at 
http://www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/diversityservices
Know your risk - fractures
The Garvan Institute has created an online fracture risk calculator. It takes minutes to complete and is designed for people aged 60 to 96. The calculator was based on a study of people over 60 in Dubbo, NSW, making it especially suited to Australian populations. Visit www.fractureriskcalculator.com .
CI-Scat – Cancer Institute NSW Standard Cancer Treatments
The Cancer Institute NSW Standard Cancer Treatment program [CI-SCaT] was originally developed to address a need to encourage standardisation of cancer treatments and to promote equity of access to this information.

CI-SCaT was activated in August 2005 and currently receives over 400,000 monthly hits. CI-SCaT is available at no cost to users, and the website address is: www.treatment.cancerinstitute org.au

The information on the site is currently focused on the administration of medical oncology and haematology chemotherapy protocols, with relevance to patients, carers and health professionals in the oncology setting.  It is widely used by most major hospitals throughout Australia that provide these services.
In late 2006, Cancer Australia identified a lack of available information relevant to primary health providers who care for oncology patients, as a major deficit in the patient care pathway.  General practitioners (GPs) play a critical role in the management of patients with cancer; yet often lack information for optimal care.  They have indicated that this deficit is a key priority and have approached the Cancer Institute NSW to partner in an initiative to reduce this deficit.  CI-SCaT was endorsed as the most suitable vehicle to disseminate this information, and two of the common cancers – breast and colorectal – were selected for this pilot proof of concept project.

CI-SCaT is undergoing a strategic planning process to identify the future direction.  Included in this is a complete system rebuild, making this an ideal time for the addition of major new content area.  The inclusion of the primary health provider is essential if the patient is to receive optimal care at all points of the continuum of care.

A number of screens will be developed for each of the breast and colorectal protocols, addressing a general overview of the type of cancer being treated, guidelines for the management of these patients by the primary health providers, and guidance on long-term follow up requirements.  The Medical Oncology and Palliative Care Reference Groups will be developing the content for these screens, and a newly formed Primary Health Care Reference Group will be approving the format, presentation, and access points for this information.

The Primary Health Care Reference group will meet approximately three times this year; in Sydney [out of pocket expenses for those attending are covered by Cancer Institute NSW].  The intention is to select a group of GPs and nurses from rural, remote and urban areas of Australia who are able to provide valuable feedback on this proof of concept project.

Teleconference is available for those who are unable to attend the meetings.  Members will also be kept informed via email at other times throughout the year and feedback from members at any time is appreciated and valued.

Cancer Reference Group

Cancer Institute NSW is seeking the assistance of currently practicing GPs and nurses to form a reference group to provide regular feedback on the CI-SCaT project throughout 2008.

CI-ScaT [Cancer Institute Standard Cancer Treatments] provides an evidence – based snapshot of current cancer treatments for the busy GP.  It is endorsed by Australian Cancer specialists and Cancer Australia.

CI-SCaT undergoes a major rebuild in 2008-2009 and this will include a primary health care component.

Your opinions are important to ensure this resource is relevant and useful for the 

Primary health care setting.

CI-SCaT is provided at not cost, to users at www.treatment.cancerinstitute.org.com
For further information or to register your interest, please contact:

Natalie Cook – Project Coordinator [Primary Health Care]

Phone: 02 8374 3520

Email: natalie.cook@cancerinstitute.org.au
Alliance NiGP program update
To date there have been no formal announcements from the Department of Health and Ageing about the continuation of the NiGP program. The Alliance has been advised that Nursing continues to be a priority for the current government, so we are hoping to hear some (good) news soon. 

Aboriginal Health update
Indigenous Lifescripts

Electronic copies of the Indigenous Lifescripts resources and additional information are now available on the AGPN website at: http://www.adgp.com.au/site/index.cfm?display=31970. The Department of Health and Ageing has indicated that it will advise all Aboriginal Medical Services of the availability of the resources.
Information sheets- The role of Aboriginal Health Workers
There has recently been some confusion around the role of Aboriginal Health Workers (AHWs) and how they compare to the role of a general practice nurse. In response, the Aboriginal Health and NiGP teams at the Alliance have developed two documents to clearly define the role of an AHW in a general practice/AMS setting:

· The difference between AHW and PN roles with regards to MBS items including: immunisation; cervical screening; wound management; chronic disease management; health checks; and domestic violence.

· Answers to some frequently asked questions about AHWs and Medicare.
For more information on the above items please visit www.mncdgp.org.au
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APNA update
Risky Business? Legal Issues in Practice Nursing

With the growing diversity and scope of practice in primary health care provision, health professionals are increasingly being exposed to legal risk. With this in mind, APNA are running an awareness campaign for its members focusing on legal issues in general practice and the ways in which a practice nurse can protected themselves from such issues.

To find out what legal questions practice nurses have, APNA ran a short survey online asking respondents if they were aware of their legal risks working in general practice; their level of concern; whether they have professional indemnity insurance; and if they were aware of the difference between professional indemnity insurance and public liability insurance. 

APNA were pleased by the response to the survey with over 100 people completing the survey. The majority of respondents (over 70%) had thought about their exposure to legal risk in general practice and had taken action, or were taking action, to adequately cover themselves. Over 60% of respondents knew their level of insurance cover and 67% were aware of the differences between professional indemnity insurance and public liability insurance.

Respondents also submitted their own questions to APNA for investigation. The most common questions were:

· How do I know if I am adequately covered? 

· What questions should I be asking before taking out a policy?

· What is a reasonable cost for professional indemnity insurance?

· What if I work in multiple settings and disciplines (i.e. as a midwife and practice nurse)?

The APNA does offer its members access to discounted professional indemnity insurance through Mediprotect. This product has been specifically designed for nurses working in general practice and is available exclusively to APNA members. For further information about this product, contact John on 
07 3831 8688.
For further information about APNA membership or any of their services visit the APNA website www.apna.asn.au, call (freecall) 1300 303 184 or email admin@apna.asn.au.
Discontinuation of Medicare Dental Items 
Discontinuation of Medicare Dental Items for People with Chronic Conditions and Complex Care Needs 

GPs will receive notice that the Medicare dental items for people with chronic conditions and complex care needs (Items 85011-87777), introduced by the previous Government in November 2007, are to be withdrawn from the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS). 

Patients who have already commenced treatment under Medicare dental items 85011-87777 (ie patients who have received services between 1 November 2007 and 30 March 2008) will be able to continue to receive Medicare benefits for dental services provided up to and including 30 June 2008.  A GP referral dated before 30 March 2008 is not, by itself, sufficient for a patient to be considered to have commenced treatment. The Medicare dental items will be closed to new patients after 30 March 2008.  This applies to any person who has not any received services under the Medicare dental items 85011-87777 on or before 30 March 2008.  This means that no Medicare benefits will be payable for dental services to new patients after 30 March 2008.

No Medicare benefits will be payable for any dental services provided under items 85011-87777 after 30 June 2008.  The cost of any future services identified in the patient’s treatment plan will need to be met by the patient.
Information about the discontinuation arrangements will be sent to patients who have received services under the Medicare dental items, GPs, dentists, dental specialists, dental prosthetists, and relevant professional groups.  

For further questions about the discontinuation arrangements, please contact Medicare Australia.

NSW General Practice Sexual Health Services Project
SEX……NEED A HAND…… IN NSW?

The NSW Sexually Transmitted Infections Programs Unit (STIPU) was established by NSW Health in 2007 to provide strategic direction to the sexual health clinical and health promotion workforce. 

The current aims of the Unit are to strengthen the capacity of General Practitioners and Practice Nurses to manage STIs within the primary care setting; to assist publicly-funded sexual health services in guiding service delivery to priority populations; and to promote community awareness through state-wide STI social marketing and information campaigns. 

Practice Nurses play a key role in the detection of sexually transmitted infections as general practice is the main provider of primary care in NSW, including sexual health. The Australian Sexual Health Relationships (ASHR) study showed 55% of Australians diagnosed with an STI or blood borne virus received care at a general practice compared to 8% at a publicly-funded sexual health services.

The presence of symptoms is one of the main reasons people seek sexual health care, however, the asymptomatic nature of most STIs means that this type of health-seeking behaviour is not likely to result in detection and treatment for the majority of people who currently have an STI.

The NSW STIPU strategy aims to encourage brief sexual history taking and targeted testing within general practice for patients as part of their general health care. This work will be supported by the Working Group which is chaired by Mr Matt Hanrahan (CEO, Alliance of NSW Divisions) and is attended by a range of General Practitioner and Practice Nurse representatives from across NSW.

In partnership with key agencies, the NSW STIPU directs activities toward General Practitioners and their associations, general Practice Nurses, training medical registrars, overseas trained doctors and undergraduate medical students. Partnerships between general practice and publicly-funded sexual health services are key to supporting general practice with opportunistic testing, as well as increasing access to STI information and education resources to the clinical workforce. 

An STI testing tool for general practice, the NSW Sexual Health Information Line (SHIL - 1800 451 624) for support and a training directory for STI training are just a few of the activities currently being developed.

PIP Domestic Violence Initiative

The Domestic Violence incentive

From May 2008, a payment of $1 per SWPE per year will be available to practices that meet the requirements of the new PIP Domestic Violence Incentive (capped at $4,000 per annum).

To be eligible for the PIP Domestic Violence Incentive, practices will need to:

· participate in the PIP; 

· be located in a rural or remote area (RRMA 3-7); and

· ensure that an appropriately trained and qualified Practice Nurse or Aboriginal Health Worker is available for the minimum number of sessions per week to act as a referral point to domestic violence support services for people experiencing domestic violence.

Support payments will be available to eligible practices to assist with travel and accommodation costs associated with attending training for Practice Nurses and Aboriginal Health Worker in RRMA 3-7 locations.  

Further information about the Domestic Violence Initiative, including details about recognised domestic violence training, support payments and the PIP incentive will be provided to PIP practices within the February 2008 PIP News Update.

The Domestic Violence training

DoHA, the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaCSIA) and Lifeline have been working together to provide training for the Practice Nurses and Aboriginal Health Workers as Points of Referral for People Experiencing Domestic Violence Initiative. This initiative will be rolled out nationally.

DoHA, FaCSIA and Lifeline are proposing to run 8 workshops in NSW. Hastings Macleay Division will be running the training in March, and Dubbo/Plains Division hosted the pilot training. 

Please see information below about the training:

· The training will be held over two days in a face to face format. This is considered as the preferred modality for training due to the sensitivity of the topic and the support required by participants undertaking the training. This has been reflected by feedback from participants in the face to face training pilot.  

· There will be on-line learning available as an option for those unable to access face to face training. The pilot of the on-line learning is currently underway in WA, but is not at the feedback stage as yet.

· Both modes of training will be provided free of charge.

· The training will be delivered by Lifeline, commencing in February 2008 and finishing June 2009. The training workshops will only be scheduled during business hours Tuesday-Friday to keep within the budget parameters. 

· For practices to be eligible to claim the PIP Domestic Violence Incentive, the practice nurse/s or AHW/s that will provide the service at the practice will first have to have undertaken this training provided by Lifeline. 

National Bowel Cancer Screening Program
NSW Statistics Update

A total of 252,086 participants have been invited to be involved in the national screening program in NSW since August 2006, with 97,519 results.  Of those, 7% were positive.  2,932 colonoscopy reports have been received by the Medicare National Register
Demystifying the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program: On-Line Learning Module Now Available for GPs! 
The National Bowel Cancer Screening Program On-line Learning Module, designed and produced for GPs by the Alliance of NSW Divisions, the Cancer Institute and Genesis Ed, has been released for GPs.  This particular Learning Module takes a systems approach to following up patients who present with a positive FOBT from the Program.  The Module has been approved for RACGP QA&CPD points.

The learning objectives of the module are: 

· To have improved awareness of the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program (NBCSP) 

· To be aware of the role of GPs in the NBCSP in managing different patients presenting for the program 

· To recall the effectiveness of FOBT and colonoscopy as screening techniques for bowel cancer 

· To recount the GP duty of care issues as they relate to the NBCSP and RACGP standards 

Access to the Learning Module is via the following website:  http://www.thinkgp.com.au/education/37209
MNCDGP Education Events –for more information please phone 66515774

MNCDGP Education Events - for more information please phone 66515774
	Date
	Event
	Location

	28 April 2008
	Pain Management – HMR’s
	Nambucca

	29 April 2008
	Balancing Life & Practice Mgt for women GP’s
	Coffs
Harbour

	3 May 2008
	Practice Nurses – Wound Mgt
	Nambucca

	6 May 2008
	Palliative Care Approaches– Cat 1 – Part 1
	Grafton

	16 May 2008

	Immunisation Update
	Coffs Harbour

	17 May 2008
	PN Electro Cardio Graphs
	Coffs Harbour

	24 May 2008
	PN Electro Cardio Graphs
	Grafton

	31 May 2008
	PN CPR / Triage – Simon Gould  
	Nambucca

	3 June 2008
	Palliative Care Approaches– Cat 1 – Part 2
	Grafton

	5 June 2008
	Boehringer - Chronic Cough – Cat 2
	Coffs Harbour

	14 June 2008

	PN CPR / Triage – Simon Gould
	Coffs Harbour

	21 June 2008
	CPR / Triage – Simon Gould  
	Grafton

	28 June 2008
	PN Wound Management – Cheryl Frank
	Coffs Harbour

	28 August 2008
	Positive Life Balance for GP’s
	Coffs Harbour


Division workshops (May - June)
Below is a list of workshops that Divisions are running over the next couple of months. 
	Topic
	Date 
	Division 

	Wound Management Phase 2
	3-May-08
	St George

	Wound Management Phase 2
	15-May-08
	Riverina

	Venepuncture
	10-May-08
	Manly Warringah

	Diabetes
	17-May-08
	Macarthur

	Legal & Professional Issues
	27-May-08
	North West Slopes

	Asthma
	16-Jun-08
	Sutherland


Other workshops/ conferences
Below is a list of other courses/ conferences run by external organisations. Please contact the appropriate organisation for further information. Please Note: The NiGP program cannot fund PNs to attend these courses.

Family Planning NSW Courses

	Topic
	Date 
	Organisation
	Location

	Well Women’s Screening Course
	30 April 08
	Family Planning NSW
	Dubbo

	FPNSW Certificate in Sexual & Reproductive Health (Intake 2)
	2 June 08
	Family Planning NSW
	Ashfield

	Well Women’s Screening Course
	25 June 08
	Family Planning NSW
	Ashfield

	Well Women’s Screening Course
	30 July 08
	Family Planning NSW
	TBA

	Well Women’s Screening Course
	13 August 08
	Family Planning NSW
	TBA

	Gynaecology Nursing Update
	15 Oct 08
	Family Planning NSW
	Ashfield

	FPNSW Certificate in Sexual & Reproductive Health (Intake 2)
	3 Nov 08
	Family Planning NSW
	Ashfield


Rural Health Education Foundation (RHEF) satellite broadcast
www.rhef.com.au
	Topic
	Date
	Sydney Time
	Channel
	Live?
	Repeat of broadcast

	Hot Tips in General Practice (produced and broadcast by Rural Health West)
	Tue 6 May
	9:30 pm
	23
	Live
	n/a

	Anaesthetics in General Practice
	Tue 13 May
	8 pm
	4
	Pre
	Fri 16 May, 12.30pm

Channel 23

	Balancing the Benefits: Asthma and Combination Therapy Update
	Tue 20 May
	8 pm
	4
	Live
	Fri 23 May, 12.30pm

Channel 23

	Rheumatic Heart Disease: All But Forgotten
	Tue 27 May
	8 pm
	4
	Live
	Fri 30 May, 12.30pm

Channel 23

	Focus on Aboriginal Health (produced and broadcast by Rural Health West)
	Tue 3 Jun
	9:30 pm
	23
	Live
	n/a

	Striking Back: Intervention, Treatment and Management of Stroke
	Tue 10 Jun
	8 pm
	Web
	Live
	See below.

	Striking Back: Intervention, Treatment and Management of Stroke
	Tue 17 Jun
	8 pm
	4
	Pre
	Fri 20 Jun, 12.30pm Channel 23


Other Courses
	Topic
	Date 
	Organisation
	Location

	APEC (Authorised Provider of Endorsed Courses)
	30 April 08
	Royal College of Nursing, Australia
	Sydney

	Pandemics, infectious and notifiable diseases
	30 Apr – 1 May 08
	The College of Nursing
	Burwood

	Infection Control
	April 08
	The College of Nursing
	Distance education

	Introduction to Mental Health Nursing
	April 08
	The College of Nursing
	Distance education

	APEC Refresher
	1 May 08
	Royal College of Nursing, Australia
	Sydney

	Basic Foot Care for RNs & ENs
	5 – 6 May 08
	NSW Nurses’ Association
	Coonamble

	Motivational interviewing: an essential tool to help patients improve their health behaviours
	9 May 08
	Heart Research Centre
	Sydney

	Wound management
	15 – 16 May 08
	The College of Nursing
	Burwood

	How Drugs Work- knowledge workers
	20 – 21 May 08
	Ausmed Conferences
	Surry Hills, Sydney

	Legal and Professional Issues for Nurses
	23 May 08
	NSW Nurses’ Association
	Newcastle

	Training program in cardiovascular disease rehabilitation and prevention
	26 – 30 May 08
	Heart Research Centre
	Melbourne

	Psychosocial issues in coronary heart disease
	11 – 13 June 08
	Heart Research Centre
	Melbourne

	Refresher course for registered nurses
	16 – 27 June 08
	The College of Nursing
	Burwood

	Chronic disease self management
	26 – 27 June 08
	The College of Nursing
	Burwood

	Legal and Professional Issues for Nurses
	27 June 08
	NSW Nurses’ Association
	Port  Macquarie

	Chronic and complex care
	June 08
	The College of Nursing
	Distance education

	Healthy Ageing
	June 08
	The College of Nursing
	Distance education

	Wound management
	June 08
	The College of Nursing
	Distance education

	Infection Control
	July 08
	The College of Nursing
	Distance education

	Registered Nurse refresher program
	Monthly Enrolment 
	The College of Nursing
	Distance education

	Immunisation for Registered Nurses
	Monthly Enrolment 
	The College of Nursing
	Distance education


Conferences/ Forums:
	Topic
	Date 
	Organisation
	Location

	Aboriginal Health Research Conference:

Strong Foundations…Strong Future
	29 - 30 April 08
	The Coalition for Research to Improve Aboriginal Health (CRIAH)
	Dockside at Cockle Bay Wharf, Sydney

	Rural and Remote ATSI Chronic Disease Conference
	15 – 16 May 08
	GWAHS, University of Sydney RFDS, NSW Health & ACCHSs.
	Broken Hill

	PNCE- Practice Nurse Clinical Education
	24 – 25 May 08
	Australian Practice Nurses Association
	Sydney Showground,

Sydney Olympic Park

	General Practice and Primary Health Care Research Conference
	4 – 6 June 08
	PHCRIS
	Hobart

	National Divisions Immunisation Forum
	15 Sept 08
	AGPN- Australian General Practice Network
	Gold Coast

	RCNA Annual Conference
	25-27 Sept 08
	Royal College of Nursing, Australia
	Sheraton Perth

	The Australian General Practice Network Forum
	31 Oct – 1 Nov 08
	AGPN- Australian General Practice Network
	Darwin


Interesting research papers
· McMurray, A. (2007) Leadership in primary health care: An international perspective. Contemporary Nurse. Aug; 26 (1): 30-36.
· Halcomb, E., Davidson, P., Yallop, J., Griffiths, R., Daly, J. (2007). Strategic directions for developing the Australian general practice nurse role in cardiovascular disease management. Contemporary Nurse. Aug; 26 (1): 125-135. 


